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Above (top to bottom): Good condition 
sidewalks that were installed with new bridge 
over the East Branch of the Delaware; poorly 
maintained and constructed sidewalks on 
West Main Street looking west; and poorly 
maintained and constructed asphalt 
sidewalks on West Main Street looking east.  
A standard 5-foot wide sidewalk with curbing 
is recommended in the Downtown and 5-foot 
sidewalk with a grass median in residential 
areas of the Village. 
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3.3 Plans of Action 
 
There are a variety of strategies that can be 
employed to improve Hancock’s housing stock 
while protecting the character of its 
neighborhoods.  Proposed actions include: 
 

  Housing Rehabilitation Program – Provide 
financial assistance to restore both owner 
occupied and investor owned housing. 

 
 Blight Removal - Acquisition and demolition of 

substandard vacant dwellings “unsuitable for 
habitation” to remove blight and create 
opportunities for single-family infill development. 

 
 Code Enforcement – Strictly enforce the Building 

Code to protect character of neighborhoods. 
 

 First-time Homebuyer Program – Create a 
program that provides down payment assistance 
and below market rate financing programs. 

 
 New Infill Housing Incentive Program – Provide 

a 5-year tax abatement program [50% reduction 
stepped down 10% each year] for those who build 
a new house on an infill lot.  

 
 Sidewalk Improvement Program – Secure State 

Member Item funds to construct new sidewalk 
segments in the residential neighborhoods with 
the goal of creating a comprehensive sidewalk 
system within the Village. 

 
 Design Standards – For new infill housing. 

 
 Zoning Code Amendments – Amend regulations 

to reduce the conversion of large single-family 
residential homes into multi-family apartments. 

 
 Encourage reuse of large homes for B&B’s. 

3.4 Funding Sources 
 
In New York State there are a variety of funding 
sources that are available to assist communities 
with housing and neighborhood revitalization 
efforts.    A summary of some of the more likely 
sources of funding is provided below. 
 
Governors Office for Small Cities CDBG 
 
The GOSC Community Development Block Grant 
Program provides funding to eligible units of local 
government through a competitive grant process to address 
community development needs including housing and 
infrastructure.  These funds can be used for housing 
rehabilitation programs for Low-Moderate Income (LMI) 
residents as well as infrastructure improvements that may 
include water, sewer and sidewalks.  The Notice of 
Funding Availability (NOFA) is announced in January of 
each year with applications typically due in April.  The 
Village is eligible to seek up to $400,000 annually. 
 
The United State Department of Agriculture 
 
The USDA Rural Development program offers financial 
assistance for LMI individuals and families in a number of 
ways to pursue homeownership and rehabilitation.   These 
programs include Homeownership Loans (Section 502) 
Direct Loan Program in which the Rural Housing Office 
offers direct financial assistance to LMI persons with 
home loans at affordable rates.  Under the Single-Family 
Loan Guarantee Program, Rural Housing Services 
guarantees loans made by private sector lenders to enable 
LMI individuals to qualify for home loans. 
 
NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal. 
 
Offers a variety of housing rehabilitation programs and 
weatherization programs to assist senior and low-moderate 
income residents. Delaware Opportunities, Inc. is the local 
Community Based Housing Organization. 

 
 
 
 

Above (top to bottom):  Beautiful Craftsman –
style house in the Upper Pennsylvania 
Avenue neighborhood; Point Mountain B&B 
on Yendes Street; and stately Queen-Anne 
home on East Main Street.  There are a 
number of historic homes throughout the 
Village and the preservation and restoration 
of these homes should be encouraged to 
protect the integrity of Hancock’s 
neighborhoods. 




